MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
concluded peace with them, surrendering Venice and the cities of
Istria, Liburnia and Dalmatia. This peace became a definite treaty
on January isth, 812: the Carolingian Empire surrendered the sea
on which it had just given such striking evidence of its impotence.1
Venice was definitely beginning to enter the Byzantine orbit, and
to mark, on the frontier of the Occident, the commencement of a
different world. Her piazza proves this more eloquently than all
the documents.	5
The peace of 812 left Venice in an exceptionally favourable
situation. It was the condition of her future greatness.2 On the
one hand, her union with the Empire enabled her to expand in the
Orient, and this without threatening her autonomy, since the
Empire had need of her support in its struggle against Islam. On
the other hand, it opened the Occident to her enterprise, for when
he renounced the possession of the city Charles acknowledged
its right to trade within the Prankish Empire. Secure against attack
from the West, Venice had nothing to fear, apart from Comacchio,
which held the mouth of the Po. In 875, therefore, she destroyed
her rival, who disappeared for good. Henceforth the markets and
the ports of Upper Italy—Pavia, Cremona, Milan, and the rest-
were dependent upon the commerce of Venice.3
There remained the Saracen peril. Here the interest of Venice
was the same as that of the Emperor. In 828 he asked for the
assistance of her warships. In 840 Venice came to the help of the
Empire by sending sixty of her ships; upon which the Musulmans
burned Ancona and captured the Venetian vessels.4 In 867-871
Venice made war upon Ban from the sea, in concert with the
Byzantines and Louis II, who attacked the city from the land.
But in 872 the Musulmans attacked Dalmatia; and in 875 they
besieged Grado. Nevertheless, Venice retained the mastery of the
1	richter and kohl, op. dt.t vol. II, p. 188; hartmann, op. cit., vol. HI,
p. 64.
2	HARTMANN, Op. tit., Vol HI, p. 66.
3	hartmann, DieWirtschqftUchen Anfange Venedigs, vierteljahrschrift fur
SOZIAL UND WIRTSCHAPTSGESCHICHTE, Vol. II, 1904, pp. 434-442.
4	SCHAUBE, Op. tit., p. 3.
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